




Meet the local facilitator of the
Meander Valley Municipality

Stuart Brownlea
Interviewed by Ruth Mollison

What do you do in your spare time?
I play with my boys or take them to sport. I like
bushwalking and plant spotting – I’m a member of
the Australian Plant Society.

What’s special about working in the
Meander municipality?
The diversity of landscape and people. The area I
work in ranges from the karst around Mole Creek to
the central plateau, with the Walls of Jerusalem,
then river flats and agricultural land and urban
areas around Prospect.
The people are diverse too, with farming
communities, alternative lifestyle communities, and
people living in hamlets and expanding urban areas
such as Prospect/Blackstone Heights.
Its got just about everything except coastline – no
surfing – except maybe the Meander floodwaters.

What did you do before this position?
While the boys were little, I completed a degree in
Applied Science, with honours in Vegetative
Geography at the University of Tasmania. Before
that, I was a forklift mechanic.

What’s your favourite place in Tasmania?
The West Coast  - it looks like wilderness. Must be
a challenge to live there.

What do you dislike?
I don’t like trendy jargon and pretension, or taking
short cuts in work. I don’t like Rap music much
either.

Where would you visit for a holiday, if you
won some money?
I would go to another West Coast – of Canada and
Alaska. I would like to see the seaports, the cultural
history, and the landscape.

What are the most positive aspects to
regional NRM?
Being more strategic and involving both science
and the community.

What’s happening out there!
Weeds of National Significance (WONS) –

Tasmanian update
Sandy Leighton, WONS National
Coordinator - Gorse, DPIWE
The Weeds of National Significance (WONS)
program is an Australian Government initiative
to strategically manage the weed threat to
Australia. The problem is estimated to cost our
economy $3.5-$4.5 billion annually.
The 20 weed species listed as WONS each
poses a threat to Australia’s environment and
primary industries due to their invasiveness,
impacts and/or potential to spread. For each
WONS species a national strategic plan has
been developed. The plans aim to reduce the
threat of each WONS by integrating their
management into the broader NRM planning
framework, which requires multiple
stakeholder involvement at national, state,
regional and local levels.
Each state and territory has made a
commitment to the Australian Government to
manage their WONS.
Current WONS success stories in the
Northern Region:
Bridal creeper – a State wide eradication
program is led by Jamie Cooper, DPIWE’s
Regional Weed Management Officer (North).
He had assistance from Parks & Wildlife,
Turners Beach Coast Care, Westside
Landcare, Furneaux Weed Strategy Group
and Wildcare’s ‘Wild Weeders’.
There are estimated to be about 200 sites in
Tasmania, mostly the result of garden
escapes. Some of the worst infestations are
threatening biodiversity on Flinders Island with
the potential loss of over a dozen species.
A recent solid two weeks effort by a group of
volunteers, with funding from Westside
Landcare and WildCare, has resulted in most
known infestations being treated.
Over the past two seasons in Tasmania some
infestations have been reduced by 90%, and
with ongoing follow up efforts, eradication
within 5 years is a real possibility. Known hot
spots still requiring ongoing control efforts are
around Leith, Turners Beach, Ulverstone,
Paper Beach and Bridport. Additional survey
work has been carried in areas adjacent to
new infestations and any plants treated. For
further information or to report any plants or
infestations, contact Jamie Cooper on 1300
368 550.
Further information on the WONS can be
obtained from www.weed.org.au or contact the
national weeds facilitator John Thorp on
jthorp@jta.com.au
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PURSAL Project

Private Forests Tasmania are currently
implementing a National Action Plan for
Salinity and Water Quality (NAP) funded
project on behalf of Australian Forests
Growers, titled Productive Use and
Rehabilitation of Salt Affected Land
(PURSAL).

This $140,000 NAP funded project,
commenced in June 2004 with the
employment of Julie Finnigan and Rebecca
Berne at Private Forests Tasmania to deliver
the project over 12 months.  Julie Finnigan
brings to the project more than 10 years of
experience in the field of natural resource
management and soil and water salinity.
Rebecca Berne has worked with Private
Forests Tasmania since May 2003 with
knowledge of eucalypt hybrid research and
development and a background in
environmental geology.

The project has four objectives:

1. Develop a Body of Knowledge on
Trees and Salinity.  This brings
together information relevant to
Tasmanian conditions and the needs
of land managers by reviewing salinity
information from throughout Australia.

2. Strategic Investigation of tree
growing opportunities.  This
identifies the extent and suitability of
land to grow trees on saline and low
rainfall areas in the Midlands,
including investment and risk
assessments.

3. Undertake landholder capacity
survey.  The survey aims to collect
landholder views regarding the extent
of salinity on their properties, what
management techniques work best to
mitigate salinity, their capacity to
undertake on ground works and
identify barriers preventing salinity
management in Tasmania.

Gone Fishing – But Not for
Long!!! ……..

Denise and Howard are taking a well earned
break just now – but will be back real soon –
next week, in fact!

NRM North wish to take this opportunity to
thank them both for their hard work and
dedication during a particularly hectic period.

Monitor Eucalypt Hybrid trial sites.  This will
continue work established by Private Forests
Tasmania by developing tools to determine the
suitability of saline sites for planting to
eucalypt hybrids.

The landholder survey will be mailed in early
October to 1000 random landowners within
saline or potentially saline areas in rural
Tasmania.  Landholders who receive a survey
are encouraged to return a completed form as
these results will;

• Be essential for the future
development of salinity management
options and adoption methodologies
specific to Tasmanian conditions.

• Help identify some of the barriers
(physical, economic, social, policy and
information deficiencies) to adopting
land management options for salinity
mitigation in Tasmania.

• Support the development of incentives
and/or more appropriate programs to
encourage landholder adoption of land
management options for salinity
mitigation in the future.

• Aid the refinement of regional NRM
strategies and the development of
investment strategies.

This is an excellent opportunity for
Tasmanian landholders to have their say
regarding all aspects of salinity
management works and ultimately
contribute to the direction of future
research, development and extension
programs.

An incentive in the form of a lucky draw prize
will be offered to the first 200 respondents of
the survey, with three $75 vouchers from
Roberts Ltd on offer.

For more information regarding the survey or
any aspect of the PURSAL project, please
contact Julie Finnigan or Rebecca Berne on
Ph: 6336 5412 or Mobile: 0418 141 238..




